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Child injury is a critical social and public health issue in South Africa. The extent of child 

injury increases significantly after the age of five years, with injury thereafter one of the 

leading contributors to the child burden of ill health. The consequent deaths, disability 

and suffering is predominantly the result of the widespread injuries due to transport 

crashes, violence, suicide, fire and scalding burns, falls, drowning and poisoning. Crime, 

Violence and Injury in South Africa: 21st Century Solution for Child Safety contributes to 

the knowledge platform required for the consolidation of South Africa’s research and 

prevention efforts directed at child safety. The 21st Century Solutions for Child Safety has 

the following overall objectives, to: 

 

 Describe the extent and consequences of priority child injury problems. 

 Identify significant downstream and upstream risk and, where available, protective 

factors. 

 Highlight the proven and promising injury prevention contributions that may result 

from environmental, social and technological strategies and interventions. 

 Propose prevention priorities, and consequent research and policy imperatives. This 

book comprises 16 chapters which provide an in-depth reflection on the current 

successes and challenges faced by the South African child injury and violence research 

and prevention sector. 



 

21st Century Solutions for Child Safety presents an opportunity for all child safety 

advocates, from local government, community-based organisations, researchers, 

practitioners and students from psychology, education, health and social work, to 

consider innovative ways to translate empirically produced South African and 

international information on what works into concrete injury prevention policies and 

practices.  

 

21st Century Solutions for Child Safety is published by the Psychological 

Society of South Africa (PsySSA). 

 

 

Selected Table of Contents: 

 Pedestrian Safety 

 Burns 

 Lead Poisoning 

 Falls 

 Maltreatment Prevention and the 

Ethic of Care 

 Sexual Abuse 

 Sexual Violence and HIV 

 Bullying in Schools 

 Towards Safer Schools 

 Gangs and Child Safety 

 Children Deprived of their Liberty: 

Protection from Torture and Ill 

Treatment 

 Suicidal Behaviour 

 Alcohol and Drug Use 

 Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders 

 Psycho-Social Effects of Trauma 

and Violence: Implications for 

Intervention 

 

For more information contact: 

Annelise Krige  

Tell: (021) 938 0441 

Email: Annelise.Krige@mrc.ac.za 

 

mailto:Annelise.Krige@mrc.ac.za

